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Property Consultancy helps Rockwool to secure important investment in Wales
Robert Chapman & Company’s role in helping Rockwool to obtain a valuable planning consent for a third production line was one of the key contributory factors that enabled Rockwool’s Board to approve a £70M investment in its’ Pencoed plant which will result in the creation of 110 jobs.

Robert Chapman takes up the story.
‘We were appointed by Rockwool over 18 months ago. Our role was to co-ordinate the delivery of a planning consent for a third production line. This was in order to increase capacity at the plant to supply insulation products to Rockwool’s UK and Irish markets as well as initially exporting to other parts of Western Europe 
In the last 12 - 18 months, a dramatic increase in demand for Rockwool’s insulation product (driven by increased fuel prices and the need to conserve energy and reduce CO2 emissions by reducing the energy consumption of buildings) led to a desperate shortage in capacity. The response of Rockwool International was to construct new production capacity in Russia, Croatia and the UK along with planned further expansion in North America and Poland.
A regional selective assistance grant of £4.75M had already been secured from the Welsh Assembly Government prior to our appointment. Our role was to achieve consent for a production line that necessitated an Environmental Impact Assessment and Design Statement. Project co-ordination was the order of the day as we worked with professional teams to achieve a successful outcome. Ultimately, we were able to negotiate a satisfactory section 106 agreement to secure the consent. This consent and the offer of RSA were key factors in persuading Rockwool’s main Board that the investment should be made. 
Robert Chapman commented: ‘Against a backcloth of manufacturing disappointments in Wales, this is a real success story and one that bucks the trend in manufacturing. We were pleased to play our part. I think it represents a vote of confidence for Rockwool’s strong environmental credentials as well as their work in the community. Also, as someone who works in property, I recognise that their products will do much to reduce the impact of the construction / property industry and hence the carbon footprint’.
……..Ends……..

Robert Chapman is Director of Robert Chapman & Company, a niche practice of property consultants advising SME’s on property strategies and solutions.
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